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FIRST LANGUAGE RUSSIAN

Paper 0516/01
Reading

Key message

To do well in this paper:

In Part 1 candidates should take care to read the question carefully, taking into account the number of marks
available, in order to produce a relevant and full response. Candidates should use their own words as far as
possible.

In Part 2, candidates should produce a structured response, making each point briefly, rather than expanding
on each point.

General comments

Paper 1, the Reading paper, consists of two extended passages. In Question 1 candidates answer
comprehension questions based on one passage and then both passages are summarised in Question 2.

Candidates who had been trained to read passages thoroughly and methodically completed this paper
successfully. This year the general neatness of answers and the quality of the handwriting were high, and
many candidates seemed to have prepared well for the examination.

Well written responses for Question 1 require straightforward answers using, as far as possible, candidates’
own words, while the answer to Question 2 needs to contain expressions and focus with assured use of own
words, good summary style with orderly grouping of ideas and linking of them and sense of purpose.
Candidates are reminded that success in this question is dependent on how carefully they read the two
passages and assimilate the detail.

In Question 2 candidates need to write about 250 words. Very short answers due to lack of time or skill had
an effect on their overall result for the paper; careful, logical argument focusing on the main points, can
achieve an excellent answer without excessive length.

The best responses for Questions 1(g), 1(h), 1(i) followed the instruction to read particular lines and then
gave answers, addressed to the specific question asked.

Advice for those taking the examination in future sessions would be to ensure that in questions such as
Question 1(I) where explanation of phrases is required, they should concentrate on explaining the meaning
rather than just paraphrasing it.

Comments on specific questions

Content
Question 1

(a) This question asked the name of the hero of the story. He has several names: Dmitry, Mitka, Mitry,
Motka, Motya, Monya.

(b) Here candidates were asked: why is he called that? Because it's simple, the name suits him, picks
him out from all the others.

(c) Here candidates were asked: how old is he? Candidates needed to understand that in his 26th

year means he is 25 years old.
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This question asked candidates where he studied. This question did not ask about Monya’s
occupation. The full answer is that Monya finished the usual seven years at the village school and
studied for a year and half at the agricultural-tech school.

Here candidates were asked: where did he work and what was his occupation? The answer is he
was a driver in the village.

This question asked what he looked like. Candidates should give at least two details from the
following: he was a man with two-coloured hair, prominent cheek-bones and deep, small eyes; his
big jaw protudes forward, therefore his look was arrogant and stubborn.

For this question, candidates needed to say, how he got the idea to create the perpetual-motion
machine. To reply successfully to this question candidates should read the lines first and then give
the precise answer: Monya read about the perpetual-motion machine, and inspected the diagrams
of those machines that had, at various times, been proposed. He ignored friction and the laws of
mechanics, which argued the impossibility of this type of machine and decided to create his own.

This question required candidates to read the dialogue and find which words and expressions the
author uses to obtain the humorous effect. Many excellent responses contained as least three (3
marks) suitable words and phrases from the dialogue, for example:

«[NepexuselLlb,-nogyman MoHs.-Monogow ewe»

«3awlen ckasaTtb cBoe «ha»

«Kak y4eHble fymaloT Hac4eT BEYHOro Apurarensa?»

«...BCagun B ero AMNJIoMUpPOBaHHYH rofioByLKY...Kak nanky B MypaBeNHNK BOTKHYI»
«...Bo3Bpatun MoHe nanky - Toxe oT4eTnmBo, He 6e3 exmacTea ckasan...»

«Hy, Tl no3gpasun...A ganbLie?»

Candidates need to know that here it is not necessary to give a wide explanation of terms, such as
metaphor, simile, alliteration. This is writing to inform, not writing to comment. The answer should
have consisted only of relevant facts.

For this question, candidates should read the lines and then answer the question: why was the
character ashamed? Candidates need to write not their opinion, but find answers from the
paragraph: he was malicious because he had been scolded; besides that, he had some doubt
whether he was correct; he was also ashamed of his cockiness, complacency and self-satisfaction,
was ashamed that he had not tested everything through and through.

Here candidates were asked: how did the character convince himself that he had made a mistake?
The best candidates gave the right full answer: he made it, he set the wheel in motion, the wheel
spun and stopped; he decided to improve the wheel, to balance the chute and the weight, but once
again the wheel stopped. To achieve the maximum two marks candidates should give at least two
answers.

This question required candidates to answer: what words and expressions are used in the text to
describe the character? The best candidates carefully read the passage, assimilated all details
and gave a full description:

Fidgety Mitka; obstinate character; threw himself headfirst into inventing; when he was confronted
with all kinds of sober ideas, he’'d just brush them aside; What do they mean?, It's impossible;
Monya always had an arrogant and stubborn look about him; devoted himself completely to this
great venture in invention; he was also ashamed of his cockiness that morning, his complacency
and self-satisfaction; he wanted to smash it into bits.

Candidates should avoid common statements about the theoretical aspects of the characters and
give at least three phrases (3 marks).

For this question, candidates needed to explain in their own words, in this context, what the
following phrases mean:

«MoHs nepecran sBuaeTb M NOHMUMaTb BCE BOKPYr, Be€Cb OTAalICA BENNKON M306peTaTeﬂbCKOﬁ
3agaye». The right answer is: all his thoughts were about the perpetual-motion machine.
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(ii) «CkasaTtb cBoe «ha»» means that Monya found the way to show that it is possible to make a
perpetual-motion machine; he wants to say ‘to get your two bits in’, that is to give his idea to
people, who say over and over again that it is impossible.

Candidates should be aware that they need to explain these phrases in context, not rephrase them.
Language

This year there was an improved quality of language. Most candidates were able to express themselves with
fluency and confidence. Candidates should pay careful attention to punctuation.

Question 2
Content

Candidates were asked to compare the attitude of both characters to scientific knowledge and practical
experience.

For this question 15 marks are available for Reading; each relevant point extracted by the candidate from the
text gained one mark up to a maximum 15 marks. 10 additional marks are available for Writing: up to 5
marks for style and organisation, and up to 5 for accuracy of language.

The best responses were distinguished by thoughtful treatment of the text. Many excellent essays
demonstrated good summary style with orderly grouping of ideas, good linkage, excellent expression and
focus and clear, appropriate, accurate language using varied, precise vocabulary. Candidates should avoid
copying sentences and phrases from the original passages, writing a very long introduction and conclusion,
commentary, and giving an opinion or personal reflections on the issue. The answer should have consisted
only of relevant facts and a little explanation to make answers clear.

The main points from first passage are the following:

The character read, that nobody before had ever invented a perpetual-motion machine
He skipped the part about friction and the laws of mechanics

He decided to invent that machine

He just brushed aside the information that this is impossible

He constantly thought about it

Finally, he devised how to do it

He did not test it, in his carelessness and self-satisfaction he decided to share this idea with an engineer
The young specialist, an engineer Golubev, was skeptical about this idea

He advised him to test it or not to waste his time

Now, with doubt in his machine he decided to test it

The test was entirely unsuccessful

The main points from second passage are following:

The theoretical and natural science subjects gave him knowledge and clear understanding about the world
Every day brought new discoveries

Every step was controlled by experience

After receiving the Diploma the character recognized that he did not have enough practical skills

That was because the candidates, while studying, observed and listened rather than using their knowledge
in practice

He was afraid of the life of the practising doctor

and so on.

Most candidates wrote about 250 words. Candidates should be aware that very short answers or over-long
essays affected their overall result for the paper.
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Language
This year there was a distinct improvement in accuracy of language. Most candidates were able to write a

summary of the two texts using appropriate vocabulary from the original passages as well as their own, used
suitable words and appropriate sentences to make a comparison. Punctuation still remains a problem.
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FIRST LANGUAGE RUSSIAN

Paper 0516/02
Writing

Key message

To do well on this paper, essays should be accurate, use a wide range of vocabulary and structures, be well
organised and coherent, with well-developed ideas.

General comments

Paper 2, the Writing paper, consists of two sections: Section 1: Discussion and Argument and Section 2:
Description and Narrative. Candidates are required to write two compositions, one from each section. In
the first section four argumentative/discursive titles will be set, from which candidates choose one. In the
second section four titles will be set (two descriptive and two narrative) from which candidates choose one.

In order to write papers successfully, candidates should read all the titles carefully before choosing the ones
on which they wish to write. Underlining key words will help candidates focus on the question being asked
and avoid writing irrelevant material. Before writing the essay candidates should spend time planning their
essay to avoid repetition.

Candidates should aim to write between 350-500 words for each of composition. Very short answers due to
lack of time or skill affected their overall result for the paper; careful, logical argument focusing on the main
points, can achieve an excellent answer without excessive length. The compositions should be divided up
into paragraphs.

This year the general neatness of answers and the quality of the handwriting were high, and many
candidates had prepared well for the examination.

This year there was an improved quality of language. Most candidates were able to express themselves with
fluency and confidence. Candidates should pay careful attention to punctuation.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1: Discussion and Argument

Many excellent responses contained detailed arguments on either side of the debate. Other candidates
need to develop more detailed and balanced arguments in order to achieve high marks.

Question 1
(a) «Peknama — 3T0 MOLUHENLLMIA pblvar ynpaBneHnsa niogckum co3HaHmemM». CornacHbl fiv Bbl C 3TUM
yTBEpPXAEHNEM?

This question asked candidates: do they agree with the assertion, that advertising is the most
powerful lever to control people’s consciousness?

The very best essays were extremely well argued and logically organised. These answers pointed
out that nowadays advertising is omnipotent, ubiquitous (TV, radio, metro, roads, streets, Internet),
universal; it appeals to human curiosity; in advertising some people see the solution to all their
problems; advertising operates on the subconscious. One excellent script examined advertising
and age: children do not have strong life principles, and they are influenced more than adults; the
advertising is powerful, but not the most powerful lever to control people’s consciousness; in future
advertising without doubt will set up total control on society.

Candidates should avoid long description of their personal issues.
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(b) Kakow 6biTb Poccun? lNopaccyxganTe Ha 3Ty Temy.
Here candidates were asked to give reasons for their opinion, what will Russia be like in the future?

Many excellent essays were well developed, logical, gave strong complex arguments,
demonstrated sequence and good linkage, used fluent and accurate language with a wide,
consistently effective, range of vocabulary. This question involves complex abstract thoughts. The
best answers noted that despite the fact that Russia is now a corrupt, economically unstable, not
completely democratic country, they believed it can change: Russia is a country of great
possibilities, with great history and culture, rich natural resources and powerful people. One
excellent script gave the answer: Russia opens the door for new ideas; in Russia you will find a
skyscraper situated in the vicinity of small ancient church; its people are full of life and power; when
Russians unite, Russia again will be great.

Candidates should carefully read the question and answer not in the past or present, but in the
future tense.

(c) YenoBek [OMKEH XWTb OO CTa feT, U 3TO BO3MOXHO. HacKonbKo Bbl COMMAacHbl C 3TUM
yTBEpPXKAEHNEM?

This question required candidates to answer: how much do they agree with the assertion: “A
person can live for 100 years”™?

The best answers demonstrated good summary style with orderly grouping of ideas, good linkage,
well focused, excellent expression and clear, appropriate, accurate language using varied, precise
vocabulary. These answers start from the thesis that the human wants to live longer, even to be
immortal, this is their dream; from a scientific point of view it is possible. Then candidates give the
negative view of long life: in the new, developed world life is difficult enough, to live longer for old
people is difficult squared. Candidates ensured that they had plenty of ideas and they developed
their thoughts: people can and must live for 100 years if they have a healthy lifestyle, sport, healthy
food and good medicine. One excellent essay notes that the biological limit is 120 years and in
some countries (Caucasus, Japan) people live for 100 or more years, because of lifestyle, climate,
food; and even genetics predetermines everything; progress in medicine makes it possible to
stretch life for 100 years.

Candidates need to understand, that in this type of question they should focus more on the ideas
(is it possible/not possible, can/can not, why, on what conditions, etc.), not only describe their
personal issues.

(d) «CyLLecTBYIOT TpW CBATbIE Npoeccun: yunTenb, Bpay, 3allMTHUK oTevecTBa». [lo-Ballemy, 3To
BEPHO?

Here candidates were asked: do they agree with the assertion that three holy occupations: a
teacher, a doctor, a soldier?

There were responses that showed consistent analysis, a clear and sometimes sophisticated style,
logic, relevant, complex arguments, linkage between the paragraphs and sequenced sentences
within paragraphs. The best responses said that teachers open the door to the future for their
students, help to develop them in ethical and spiritual ways, hand on their experience and
knowledge; people keep the memory of their first teacher all their life. A responsible doctor saves
people’s lives, which is invaluable. Soldiers are courageous, ready to self-sacrifice, to give their life
for their homeland. Some responses show, on the other hand, that the salary of these three
occupations so small, and they are now not prestigious, and have even lost respect; very
prestigious occupations in Russia now are lawyer, banker, businessman. The very best responses
noticed that there are many different occupations, which are not less prestigious, than those three.
Then followed the conclusion: the main point is not the occupation, but the person in occupation;
we can respect these three occupations.

Candidates should avoid very long descriptions of these three occupations and general
conversation about occupations.

ksl UNIVERSITY of CAMBRIDGE
¥ International Examinations 6 © 2011




Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0516 First Language Russian June 2011
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

Section 2: Description and Narrative
Question 2
(a) lMpountanTe cnegyrowne CTPOKM U ONULLIMTE YYBCTBA M MbICIN, KOTOPbIE OHU Y Bac BbI3bIBAIOT.

FOHWMBI BELLUHUMM NyYamu,

C OKpecCTHbIX rop yxe cHera
Cbexanv MyTHbIMU py4bsiMU

Ha noTtonneHHble nyra.

C ynbibkow sicHoto npupoaa
CkBO3b COH BCTpeyaeT yTpo roaa.

Read the following lines and describe the feeling and thoughts, which they evoke.

Driven by spring sunbeams,

From the surrounding mountains’ snow

Ran muddy streams

To the sunken meadows.

Nature with clear smiles

In his dream, meets the morning of the year.

This question required candidates to read these lines and describe the feelings and thoughts,
which they envoke.

There were many responses that showed well developed ideas and images, described feelings and
thoughts, included appropriate sophisticated complex sentences, used to achieve particular effect;
written with accurate language and an effective range of vocabulary. The best answers noticed the
beginning of new life, how fascinating to observe nature and life itself. One candidate came back
to his magnificent childhood, when in spring he launched a small ship on the stream, and the
conclusion was: after reading this poem everybody would have their own special reminiscences,
and that is why the spring poem is very special.

The most common mistakes were repetition, lack of clarity, grammar and spelling, punctuation.

(b) Bbl BbIOpanucb Ha Menkoe MecCTo, 3akMHynu ygouky. W noens nowna. Kak Bbl pearvpoBanu,
Korga BbITackMBanu U3 BOAbl CBEPKHYBLUYIO Ha cosHue pblby? Korga moToM cHUManu € Orusi
KOTENOoK C kunsawen yxon? Onuwmnte atmocdepy pbloarnku.

You reached a shallow place, threw out the fishing-rod. You started fishing. How did you react,
when you lifted the fish glittering in the sun? How did you feel when you took the pot with the
boiling fish-soup from the fire? Describe your emotions and feelings.

This was a popular essay. There were many well-structured essays with a good selection of
interesting ideas and images, a range of details, lively writing, formed into a clear picture, wide,
effective range of vocabulary, accurate grammar. The best answers observed that the most sugary
feeling is a pleasurable anticipation; to rise at the crack of dawn; the atmosphere of peaceful
composure and morning drowsiness; it is a paradise; the clouds float, smell of new grass; a sharp
happiness of fishing; unique, simple, sincere atmosphere; memory of happy childhood with
grandfather and sensation of protection and warmth; smell of fresh fish; eating surrounded by close
friends or relatives; sleeping under the star-spangled heaven.

Candidates should be aware that this essay can focus on description, not storytelling; candidates
should avoid repetition.

(c) B rasete B pybpuke «XKuteiickme ucrtopum» onybnmMkoBaHa CTaTbsl, KOTOpPAs HauMHanacb Tak:
«llkonbHnk Mwuxann CrtonspoB M3 cubupckoro nocenka KoyeHeBO Halwen cBoe pelueHve
9KOHOMMYECKOTO Kpuanca. HepaBHo OH cTan nobeguTtenem KOHKypca toHbIX NpeanpuHUMaTenen.
Mwwa, KOTOPOMY TOJSTLKO YTO UCTIONHUITOCL 16 NeT, NOKOPWI XIpU TeM, YTO pacckasarn He O CBOUX
BusHec-ngesx, a o peansHoM gene». HanuwwuTte aTy cTathbio.
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In the newspaper, under the heading “Living Stories”, was published the article which began as
follows: “The schoolboy, Michael Stolyarov, from the Siberian village Kochenevo had found his own
answer to the crisis. Recently he had become the winner of a young entrepreneurs competition.
Mike, who just now is 16 years old, won over the jury not with his report about his business ideas,
but about his real business”. Write the article, which follows from this.

For narrative, it is important to think about content that has some originality, creates tension,
produces effects that will engage a reader’s attention, and provide necessary and appropriate
details. The best responses were balanced. They needed to use language appropriate to a
newspaper article.

There were very interesting responses: creation of a new theory of the exit from the economic
crisis; opening a new site, where users should not only talk, but see each other, etc. One essay
describes how Michael gathered the team and issued a new computer game, counted on
consumer market CIS (Commonwealth of Independent States); he believed that the reason the
world crisis happened was the common fear and absence of the new ideas; he created a new
computer game, which helps to get over these problems. This example shows how the candidate
was able to invent details and build-up character and event.

Candidates needed to write an article for a newspaper about Michael Stolyarov, which should be in
the third person and the language of newspapers.

(d) Bbl nuweTe KnaccnyeckmMin KpMMUHaIbHbIA POMaH, AEVCTBUE KOTOPOro pasBopadnBaeTcsi Ha 6opTy
TPaHCKOHTUHEHTAmNbHOro narHepa, HelaBHO CMNyLLEHHOro CO cTanenen u oTnpaBuBLLErocsi B CBON
nepBbii perc no ATnaHTU4eckoMmy okeaHy. Cpeau naccaxupoB Obinyv NoAW, NPUYacTHble K
nponaxe 3onotoro byaoael U3 gpesHero xpama. 3gech xe 6bin 1 Be3gecywmni nicnektop doc.

Hanmwute HAYAJIO pomaHa. HauHuTe ¢ TOro MOMEHTa, Kak B canoHe cobpanucb Ha oben Bce
Te, KTO, KaK moriarasn MHCNEKTOp, NpMYacTHbl K nponaxe 6ecueHHOn cTaTyaTku. [lepBbiMM BOLLNU
MONOAOW YYeHbIN-MHOO0MNOr, poccuinckui nogdaHHeli lMasen Wy6uH, n kanuTaH, KOTOpbIA Obin
NOCBSILLIEH B HEKOTOpbIE AeTanu gena.

You are writing a classical criminal story, where the action began on board a transcontinental liner,
recently down from the stocks and making its first voyage. Among the passengers were the people
connected with the missing Gold Buddha and the ubiquitous inspector Foss.

Write the beginning of the story. Start the description by describing the saloon, situated on the top
deck, right on the prow of the ship. The captain knew the details of the business and in every way
assisted the investigation. Here in the saloon were gathered, on the captain’s orders, all who, as
the inspector thought, were involved in the loss of the priceless statuette. First came in the young
scientist, an expert on India, Pavel Shubin.

The responses varied from simple tales to balanced, tense stories, with a carefully managed
climax, well developed characters and appropriate details.

The excellent responses started from the description of the smooth surface of the water, sky-blue,
posh saloons and halls of the transcontinental liner. Then followed representation of the characters
with a lot of details, for example: ubiquitous inspector Foss, with thick black moustaches, who
wants to be incognito; the young scientist, poised, attractive or fox-coloured hair and cheerful
freckles, who feels an aversion for authority or looks at authority with great interest; the captain,
who does not know how to organize the inquiry. In the dialogue candidates showed the attitudes of
all persons to the loss of the priceless statuette of the Gold Buddha from the ancient temple. The
sequencing of sentences provided clarity and engaged the reader in events and atmosphere.
There were a lot of excellent unexpected endings in these essays, for example: the inspector found
himself under the bed in the captain’s cabin; he received a note with threats, he started to laugh
and suddenly...end of essay; even an appearance of a new person, blonde girl in red dress,
covered in sapphires, etc.

These examples show how candidates were able to invent details and happenings that could arrest
a reader’s attention.
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